To:  2001 NAWQA Study Units 

From: Tim Miller, NAWQA

Subject: Management of LCAA data for 2001 Starts

Most of you are submitting water samples to the Organic Geochemistry Research Laboratory (OGRL) in Kansas for the analysis of acetamide herbicide degradates by method LCAA. It is critical that the analytical data for these samples be stored in the NWIS data base. This memo discusses plans and responsibilities for the management of LCAA data by Study Units. Please ensure that your data managers are aware of their responsibilities for managing the LCAA data and that your field crews are aware of the new bottle labeling requirements for LCAA samples.

Previous efforts to enter OGRL data into NWIS have followed a variety of Study-Unit-specific approaches and the level of success is variable. In consideration of the need for consistency in the NAWQA program and to verify that all appropriate data are stored, we are requesting that all Study Units follow the plan outlined in this memo to enter LCAA data into NWIS. Any questions or concerns about this plan or the procedures for updating NWIS should be directed to Jeff Martin (jdmartin). 

Overview of the plan:

OGRL will create 1-and-star-card format data files of the LCAA analytical data. These data files will have valid method codes and will use some new sample identification information that must be included on the sample bottle label. Data files will be placed on the Kansas District server for retrieval by anonymous ftp. Study Unit data mangers will be notified by email that data files have been produced. Study Unit data managers will obtain the data files, review the data files, update the NWIS data base, and report on status to Jeff Martin. Jeff’s responsibility is to track entry of LCAA data into NWIS and to resolve data-management problems related to the transfer of data from OGRL to NWIS.

Details of the Plan:

1. Changes in Sample Bottle Labeling:

Effective immediately, water samples submitted to OGRL for LCAA analyses must have three additional pieces of information added to the label: the sample medium code, the sample type code, and the NWQL user code. (Note: these codes are the same codes that are required for samples submitted to NWQL). The information required for labeling a LCAA sample must be supplied in the following order:

Project Code: 

Station Name:

Station ID:

Date:

Time:

Initials of collector:

Sample Medium Code:

Sample Type Code:

NWQL User Code:

The Sample Medium and Sample Type codes are needed to create the 1 card. The NWQL User code is needed to make data files for the appropriate NWIS data base [for example, some WHMI stations are stored in the Indiana NWIS data base (user code 018) and some are stored in the Ohio NWIS data base (user code 039)]. 

2. Creation of 1-and-star cards and notification by email:

OGRL will create 1-and-star card data files of LCAA analytical results after review and approval of the data by the laboratory. Data files will be created quarterly, beginning the first week of February 2002. Data files will be placed on the Kansas District server ftpdkslwr.cr.usgs.gov in the directory /var/ftp/pub/ogrl. Data files will be named by concatenating the lab code, NWQL User Code, date, and time the file was created (lcaa.039.112801.085034, for example) and placed in the anonymous FTP area on the Kansas server.

OGRL will notify Study Unit data managers when 1-and-star card data files are available for retrieval. Study Units should update their NWIS data bases promptly. Study Unit data managers and NWQL user codes are shown in the attached excel file. Please send corrections to Jeff Martin.

Data files will remain on the Kansas server for a period of one year.

3. Obtaining the 1-and-star cards by anonymous ftp:

Data files may be obtained from the Kansas server through the use of anonymous FTP. A sample session follows detailing the method used to retrieve the data files. User input required is listed in bold type.


ftp ftpdkslwr.cr.usgs.gov


Name (ftpdkslwr:sbrady): ftp


Password (ftpdkslwr: ftp): your_userid


ftp> cd pub/ogrl

250 CWD command successful.

ftp> ls

200 PORT command successful.

150 ASCII data connection for /bin/ls (136.177.208.10,4423) (0 bytes).

lcaa.039.112801.085034

226 ASCII Transfer complete.

23 bytes received in 0.329 seconds (0.068 Kbytes/s)
ftp> get lcaa.039.112801.085034

200 PORT command successful.

150 ASCII data connection for cnbr.31.112801.085034 (136.177.208.10,4424) (32 bytes).

226 ASCII Transfer complete.

33 bytes received in 0.003 seconds (11 Kbytes/s)
ftp> quit

221 Goodbye.

4. Review 1-and-star card data files and update NWIS:

Study Unit data managers should carefully review the data files prior to updating NWIS. Pay particular attention to Sample Medium, Sample Type, and NWQL User codes for the first set of data files because these codes were estimated by OGRL. Prior experience suggests the following items should be checked:

1. Typographical errors on sample header information, particularly sample medium code and sample type code.
2. Laboratory QC samples included in the data file. OGRL runs many environmental samples in duplicate for laboratory quality control. Ensure that the data file contains only one (complete) set of analyses for a sample.
3. Inappropriate samples in the data file. Ensure that another Study Unit’s sample has not found it’s way into your data file (NWQL User code was estimated for samples submitted before this memo). 
Update the NWIS data base by changing the name of the reviewed data file to “qwcards” and selecting Option 2 (Process Batch File for All Logged In Samples) from the Batch Processing submenu (Option 8) of the QWDATA program.
Output the data from NWIS and review to ensure that data were uploaded correctly and that the Study Units is not missing data for any LCAA samples.

5. Report on the status of data entry into NWIS:

After LCAA data have been uploaded and reviewed, send an email to Jeff Martin (jdmartin) that reports on the status of the upload. Report the following information:

Study Unit ID (4 digit code).

NWQL User Code.

Email ID of Study Unit data manager.

Number of LCAA SW samples that have been successfully uploaded (cumulative).

Range of SW sample dates.

Number of LCAA GW samples that have been successfully uploaded (cumulative).

Range of GW sample dates.

Any data management problems or concerns.

