Exporting NWIS batch files (briefly)

Assuming the correct samples have already been marked to be sent:

Run the Query Named “UserCodesAndDivIDsToSend”


You should produce a set of batch files for each record listed by that query.
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When I send the NWIS files I divide them up by user code and method. It is not absolutely necessary to divide files up by method.

The next set of steps will be performed once for each row produced by the query above.

Now make sure the table named “SampleLevelNwisBatchTable” is empty. Open it, select all records and delete them.

Next you will run two queries: “FillSampleLevelNwisQuery” & “FillResultLevelNWISquery”. Run “FillSampleLevelNwisQuery” first.

It will ask you for a Division ID value. 
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Enter 47, for example.

Then it will cue you for the NWQL user code.
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Enter 039, for example.

You should get a confirmation that reflects the number of samples that were selected.
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These samples will be inserted into the SampleLevelNwisBatchTable.

Then run the FillResultLevelNwisQuery.

[image: image5.png]



Enter the same Division ID value as before.
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These rows will be appended to the ResultLevelNwisBatchTable.

There should be one row for each compound analyzed for each sample (in this case 2 samples * 25 compounds).

Now go to the Tables database window.
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Right Click on the SampleLevelNwisBatchTable, and choose Export.
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Make sure that you Save as type Text Files. The naming convention I use denotes the NWQL user code, the analysis method, and whether it is the samples or results file.

Click on Save.
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Click on Advanced.
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Click on Specs.
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Make sure Samples is selected, then click on Open.

Then click OK.

Then click Finish, and the Samples file is created.

You do almost the same thing again for the Results file.
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Right click on the ResultLevelNwisBatchTable, export it as a text file, go to the advanced specifications, and choose the Results specification this time.
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After you have successfully created the Samples and Results text files you are done with the first set of batch files. Those files are ready to be processed by NWIS. Remember when transferring them to a UNIX-type environment to transfer them as ACII files.

Before you move on to the next set of files you must remember to open the SampleLevelNwisBatchTable and delete all of the records. This will automatically delete all of the records in the ResultLevelNwisBatchTable.

Finally, when you have finished exporting all currently marked files, and sure that they are correct, you would want to run the query “UnMarkSentNWQLSamples”. This will unmark samples and update them as having been sent with the current date.

The reason for appending records to a table and then exporting, rather than simply exporting the query is because there does not appear to be any advanced export specification option available for exporting querries.

This process can be a bit tedious if there are many different NWQL user codes. I could probably write some VBA code within Access to create multiple sets of files at once but I probably won’t unless the demand for it is high.
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