Plotting Graphs bound by box with tick marks on all sides in Excel.

1. Insert x, y data normally as to make a new chart from data set.

2. From (1.), make your new graph.

3. Next, insert an arbitrary data set into spreadsheet, minimum of 2 x and y.

4. Select arbitrary data set cells and Copy them.

5. Simply click on the graph from (2.) so the little black boxes appear that are used for resizing.

6. Go to Edit and then click Paste Special.

7. In the Paste Special dialog box, this is what SHOULD be selected.

a. Add cells as NEW SERIES
b. Values Y in COLUMNS
c. Categories X in first column SHOULD be selected.

8. Now you have a second graph added to your first.  Right click on the new series within the graph and select Format Data Series.

9. Select the Axis tab.  Select Plot Series on SECONDARY AXIS.

10. Now, at this point, you should see tick marks on 3 sides of the graph.

11. Next, right click somewhere in the background of the graph so that you can select Chart Options.  Select VALUE (X) AXIS under Secondary Axis.

12. Eureka! Now you have tick marks on all 4 sides of your graph.
13. To rid your graph of the arbitrary data plot, right click the line (maybe bars, pies, etc.) representing the arbitrary data and select Format Data Series.  Under the tab for Patterns, select NONE for both Line and Marker.
NOTE:  Once you’ve completed this simple 12-step process, you can edit your sides (axis) individually by right clicking the thin line for each and selecting Format Axis.  Here you can set the parameters (scales, numbering, etc.).

Questions?

jmblackst@usgs.gov

